
St. Lawrence Catholic Parish 
(St. Lawrence; St. Thomas; St. Paschal) 

2400 FM 2401, Garden City, TX 79739 
Ph.: (432) 397-2300; Fax: (432) 397-2319 

Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org; Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 

Pastor: Fr. Joseph. P. Thumma 
Deacons: Dcn. Joel Gutierrez, Dcn. Floyd Schwartz 

Business Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 9 am - 12 pm 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend Schedule 
Saturday: 5:00 pm - English 
                6:30 pm - Spanish 

(Both Masses at St. Lawrence) 
Sunday: 8:00 am - English (Midkiff) 

 10:00 am and - English (St. Lawrence) 
12:30 pm - English (Sterling City) 

Weekday Schedule 
Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:00 am (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 7:00 am (St. Lawrence) 
Monday: 6:30 pm (Es) (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 8:00 am (St. Thomas) 
Mon: 6:30 pm (Es) (St. Lawrence) 

Holy Days to be announced. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday: 7:30 am - 3:00 pm 

(St. Lawrence) 
9:00 am - 10 am (St. Thomas) 

Sacramental Life 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - 4:00 to 4:55 pm (St. Lawrence) 

Sunday - 7:30 - 7:55 am (St. Thomas) 
15 minutes before weekday Mass 

or by appointment 

Baptism 
Contact the parish office. 

Marriage 
Contact the Pastor at least six months prior 

to the intended date of marriage.  

Sick and Homebound 
Contact Linda Jones or parish office to 
receive a visit from a Minister of Care. 



Welcome Guests and Visitors...We’re so glad that you’re here and invite you to join us in thanksgiving 
for God’s action in our lives. Our goal is to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the heal-
ing, reconciling, liberating love of God flows through us to all people. In this way, we believe that the Church 
is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 
Everyone seems to have a “to do” list. They help us remember things we need to do. They help us set priorities as 
we pick and choose which things to attend to and which to let go. We can tell what our priorities are if we look at 
which items stay on the list for a long time. We keep finding endless reasons why we can’t get to the most difficult 
tasks just yet. Maybe later. Or maybe never. 

Discipleship is one of those difficult tasks that some of us just never get around to doing. Like Elisha, or the people 
Jesus speaks with in the Gospel, we are always tempted to do something else first—get a decent job, buy a house, 
get in shape, find a mate, raise our children, retire. But, also like Elisha, we are called not to delay and not to look 
back. Jesus tells us to delete everything else from our “to do” lists and write just one thing: “Go and proclaim the 
kingdom of God.” 

—Virginia Stillwell 
Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Living Stewardship Now 
Being a disciple doesn’t necessarily require that we leave our current lives behind. 

Sometimes discipleship requires that we stay right where we are 
and care for the people God has placed 

within our reach. 

Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

“No one who sets a hand to the plow  
and looks to what was left behind is fit for the kingdom of God.”— Luke 9:62 

THE PRICE OF FREEDOM 

Today’s readings promise that if we could escape from the shackles of 
our attachments, we would be happier, freer, more peaceful. Luke’s Gospel 
begins, “When the days for Jesus’ being taken up were fulfilled, he resolutely 
determined to journey to Jerusalem.” Aware of the opposition and danger 
awaiting him, Jesus went forward. 

Naturally, brave people volunteered to join him. But Jesus cautioned them. 
Could they give up their attachments to home and possessions, friends and 
family, conventional responsibilities? A tough challenge, but not unprecedent-
ed. Centuries before, Elijah had criticized Elisha for wanting time just to kiss 
his parents good-bye before following Elijah. 

Just where would such a path take Elisha? Or Jesus’ followers? Or us? Paul 
tells us, “For freedom Christ set us free; so stand firm and do not submit again 
to the yoke of slavery.” The outcome is freedom, but if the requirements don’t 
give us pause, then maybe we’re not paying close enough attention. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Do I Really Believe In God? 

A story is told of a young businessman sharing a compart-
ment on a train with an elderly gentleman. When he no-
ticed that the old fellow was quietly and intently praying 
with his rosary, the young man chided him for his 
‘superstition’ and told him that science had rendered the 
beliefs of religion irrelevant. 

“How did you come to discover that?” the old gentleman 
asked. 

His companion didn’t really know how to answer the ques-
tion fully right then and there, so he offered to send him a 

few texts and public lecture notes on the subject for his 
enlightenment.  “What’s your address?’ he asked, “I’ll 
send you the material via the Post Office.” The old man 
rummaged in his coat pocket and produced a tattered busi-
ness card that read, Louis Pasteur, Paris Institute of Scien-
tific Research. 

Louis Pasteur was the 19th century giant of microbiology 
who proved the germ-theory of disease and invented the 
rabies vaccine. His humility certainly didn’t hinder his 
greatness and his commitment to science did not preclude 
his belief in God. 



 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, June 25 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm -  Healing of Jimmy Strube by The Strube Family 
6:30 pm + Larry Hays by Eric & Christy Seidenberger 
     (In Spanish)  

Sunday, June 26 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)                               
8:00 am: + Chico Denis by Wilbert & Joyce Braden 
10:00 am: Living & Deceased Members of the St. Therese     
   Altar Society 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners   

Monday, June 27 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am: +Tracy Grimes by Leon & JoAnn Halfmann 
6:30 pm: +Ramiro Garza Sr. by Mitchell & Lynette Jansa 
    (In Spanish)    

Tuesday, June 28 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)                         
7:00 am: + Bernard Seidenberger  
    by John & Jennifer Seidenberger 
8:00 am + Jimmy Watkins by Mike & Denice Batla 

Wednesday, June 29 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am: + Lonnie Kellermeier  
     by Sammy & Charlotte Kellermeier 

Thursday, June 30 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas) 
7:00 am: + Sherline Strube by Chris & Lana Hirt 
8:00 am:+ James Glass by Wilbert & Joyce Braden 

Friday, July 1 First Friday    

(St. Lawrence)                                                                                                                             
7:00 am + Clifford & Joyce Hoelscher by Helen Glass 
7:30 am– 3:00 pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

(St. Thomas)                                                                                                                                  
8:30 am + Eugene O'Mara by Russ & Rachel Eggemeyer           
9:00 am-10:00 am - Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  

Saturday, June 25 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm - + Dennis Rohmfeld by George & Doris Schwartz 
6:30 pm + Jerome Hoelscher by Gregory & Deborah Simons 
     (In Spanish)  

Sunday, June 26 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)                               
8:00 am: + Tommy Morrison by Billy & Diane Eggemeyer 
10:00 am: +Alice Glass by Pat & Rose Pelzel  
12:30 pm: For all parishioners   

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

 The pilgrim experience of going by foot to Santia-
go de Compostella, the shrine of St. James, reaches its 
high point a month from now at the feast of the Apos-
tle. By now, tens of thousands of pilgrims are already 
on the road. Typically, they cover twelve to twenty 
miles a day through rough territory. The difficult jour-
ney and the often primitive lodging facilities are made 
bearable by the joy of the pilgrims, their songs and 
prayers. When their journey is documented properly, 
they receive the scallop shell, a reminder not only of 
James the fisherman, but also his call to fish for human 
beings and to baptize the nations. In the Middle Ages, 
those who wore this badge on their hats were granted 
lodging and hospitality wherever they went. Next to the 
palm, the sign of a Jerusalem pilgrim, the scallop shell 
was most highly prized. 

 In the Middle Ages, some people so enjoyed the 
pilgrim road, although it was filled with discomfort 
and danger, that they spent most of their lives on the 
road. Today, some people take up the route for exer-
cise, but are drawn gradually into the spirituality of 
the journey. As you make your summer travels, al-
ways fold in an element of pilgrimage: a long walk 
through beautiful countryside, a visit to a church, a 
prayer of gratitude for your journey through life’s 
hills and valleys. 

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 

 El último sábado de junio o el primero de julio en 
un ayuntamiento de Valcidacos, España, se pone en 
escena el Miserere escrito por Gustavo Adolfo Béc-
quer (1836-1870). Esta obra relata como un músico 
llega de noche a la Abadía de Fetero pidiendo posada. 
Los hermanos del monasterio lo invitaron a pasar la 
noche. Allí él les contó su vida pecaminosa y su deseo 
de encontrar un Miserere (Salmo 51) digno de expiar 
sus pecados ante Dios. Le contaron del Miserere del 
Monte que cantaban durante la noche los monjes di-
funtos de un Monasterio que había sido destruido si-
glos atrás. El músico afanado por encontrar su Misere-
re, corrió a la montaña donde escuchó aquel lamento-
so y bello canto. Al regresar a la Abadía intentó escri-
bir la música de aquel Miserere, pero lo único que lo-
gro fue volverse loco. 

 Aquel pobre hombre murió sin reconocer que cada 
quien debe entonar a su manera su propio y pobre Mi-
serere mei (piedad de mi). Dios no nos perdona por la 
belleza o la fuerza de nuestra confesión, sino por su 
amor y su misericordia. 

       —Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Commit to the Lord whatever you do, 
and he will establish your plans. -- Proverbs 16:3 

Parish Office: 432-397-2300 

Bulletin Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org 
Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 
Face Book Page: St. Lawrence Catholic Church   
Hall Booking: Brandon Dieringer 432-268-3083 
For Funeral Needs: In the event of a death in the 
family, please contact Fr. Perm @ 432-397-2300. 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENSION FOR JUNE 

Families 

We pray for Christian families around the world; may 
they embody and experience unconditional love and 
advance in holiness in their daily lives 

Please pray for all our families. 

mailto:stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org
http://www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com


 13th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

How well do you han-
dle rejection? Today’s 
Gospel reading shows 
us how the disciples 
reacted to rejection. 
They had entered a 
Samaritan village 
ahead of Jesus, as he 
had asked them to do, 
to gather an audience. 
But because the Sa-
maritans had an anti-
Jewish prejudice, they 
didn’t want to hear 
Jesus. Their hearts 
were closed to any-
thing he might say. 
And so they missed an 
opportunity to experi-
ence the Savior of the 
world.  

How do you feel when 
someone refuses to 
listen to you? The dis-
ciples who traveled 
with Jesus didn’t like 
rejection any more 
than we do. Two of 
his closest friends, 
James and John, 
thought they would do 
Jesus a favor by ask-
ing, “Do you want us 

to zap them with a lightning bolt?”  

Jesus had previously told them to deal with rejection 
by wiping the dirt from their sandals and walking 
away. Now he lived what he preached by walking 
away these Samaritans. He didn't force his beliefs 
upon the villagers, even though they definitely 
needed the truths he could have taught them.  

There's a lot we have to give up when we follow 
Jesus, including the grudges we like to hold and our 
desire to deal with rejection by retaliating. Why 
give others that kind of control over our moods? 

Wiping the dirt from our shoes means we get rid of 
the bad feelings that steal our joy.  

At the end of this scripture, Jesus explains that fol-
lowing him is always a forward motion. We're al-
ways walking away from something – away from 
rejection, away from our unloving reactions to prej-
udice, away from the close-heartedness of those 
who are as yet unteachable – and moving into the 
loving embrace of Christ.  

To move forward, remember that the Holy Spirit is 
the only one who can prepare a heart to receive Je-
sus. When we try to bring someone to Jesus and fail, 
we're not really failing; we're planting seeds rather 
than harvesting the crop. Let the Holy Spirit finish 
the work while you move on to other fields.  

Reflect & Discuss:  

1. Who is frustrating you because he/she is not 
willing to change? What can you do to "walk 
away" lovingly and to give yourself a break? (It 
might not be a literal departure.) 

2. When did someone reject you because you 
spoke the truth? How did you feel about it? Did 
you walk away? 

3. How did (or might) the Holy Spirit work on that 
person's heart to prepare them to eventually ac-
cept the truth? 

1 Kings 19:16b,19-21  
Ps 16:1-2,5,7-11  

Galatians 5:1,13-18  
Luke 9:51-62  

Monday June 27  
Amos 2:6-10,13-16  

Ps 50:16bc-23  
Matthew 8:18-22  

Tuesday June 28  
St. Irenaeus  

Amos 3:1-8; 4:11-12  
Ps 5:4b-8  

Matthew 8:23-27  

Wednesday June 29  
Sts. Peter and Paul  

Acts 12:1-11  
Ps 34:2-9  

2 Timothy 4:6-8,17-18  
Matthew 16:13-19  

Thursday June 30  
Amos 7:10-17  

Ps 19:8-11  
Matthew 9:1-8  

Friday July 1  
Amos 8:4-6,9-12  

Ps 119:2,10,20,30,40,131  
Matthew 9:9-13  

Saturday July 2  
Amos 9:11-15  
Ps 85:9ab-14  

Matthew 9:14-17 

 © 2022 by Terry Modica ▪ Catholic Digital Resources: catholicdr.com ▪ Reprinted by license. 



EL PRECIO DE LA LIBERTAD 

Las lecturas de hoy nos aseguran que si somos capaces de escapar de nues-
tras ataduras seremos más felices, más libres y tendremos más paz. El 
Evangelio de Lucas comienza diciendo “Cuando ya se acercaba el tiempo 
en que tenía que salir de este mundo, Jesús tomó la firme determinación de 
emprender el viaje a Jerusalén”. Consciente de la resistencia y el peligro 
que le esperaban, Jesús siguió adelante. Naturalmente, unos valientes se 
brindaron a acompañarlo. Pero Jesús les advirtió. ¿Serían capaces de romp-
er sus ataduras con sus casas, posesiones, amigos y familias, de abandonar 
sus responsabilidades normales? Un duro reto, pero no sin precedentes. 
Siglos antes, Elías criticó a Eliseo por pedirle tiempo para ir a despedirse 
de sus padres antes de seguir a Elías. ¿A dónde llevaría a Eliseo ese 
camino? ¿O a los seguidores de Jesús? ¿O a nosotros? Nos dice Pablo: 
“Cristo nos ha liberado para que seamos libres. Conserven, pues, la Liber-
tad y no se sometan de nuevo al yugo de la esclavitud”. El resultado es la 
libertad, pero si los requerimientos no nos dan pausa, entonces es que tal 
vez no estamos prestando suficiente atención. 

    Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TEEN ACTS RETREAT 
JULY 14-17, 2022 

Christ the King Retreat Center, San Angelo 

     Teen ACTS is a retreat for high school youth led by 
high school youth.  The goal of the retreat is to allow an 
opportunity for teens to deepen their relationship with 
Christ, to use their faith during their daily lives, to build 
purpose to their prayer life, to increase their presence at 
the Liturgy, and to cultivate friendships among members 
of the church community while promoting involvement in 
parish ministries. 

Cost of the Retreat:  $230.00.  Sponsorships are available 
to those who need fee assistance. Registration sheets are 
on the table at the entrance of the church. 

Sponsored by St. Joseph Catholic Church in Rowena and 
the Small Town ACTS Communities of Rowena, Ball-
inger, Miles, Olfen, Wall and St. Lawrence 

Peter’s Pence 

This weekend June 25-26, there will be a second collec-
tion, the Peter’s Pence (Collection for the Holy Father). 
This collection to support the Universal Church and the 
work of the Holy See, including helping the Pope to carry 
out his charitable works.  These works benefit our broth-
ers and sisters on the margins of society, including vic-
tims of war, oppression, and disasters.  Please be gener-
ous! 

KC News       

Reminder the Knights of Columbus’s Bar-b-que fundrais-
er is this  Thursday, June 30, 2022. Your orders  will be 
available for pickup starting at 2:00 pm. 

Vocation Cross/Chalice 

Pray for  Seminarians,  Bishops, Priests, Deacons &            
all religious. also pray for more vocations to the priest-
hood, religious life.     

June 26 
St. Lawrence –Justin Schwartz Family 
St. Thomas –  Raul Garcia Family 

July 3 
St. Lawrence– Doug & Karen Schaefer 
St. Thomas– Joyce Evridge 

June Worklist   

Daniel & Maria Manrique - CH Michael & Mari-Jo 
Fuchs, Whit & LaShae Braden, Leon & JoAnn Half-
mann, Frankie & Annabel Alvarado, Brad & Heather 
Easterling, Larry & Brenda Bradford, Abdiel & Bianca 
Maldonado, Ernie & Debra Schwartz, Leroy & Jeanie 
Wilde, Austin Hoelscher, Les & Maria Allen, Brody& 
Breanne Halfmann, Adam & Tammy Halfmann, Colby 
& Brittany Hirt, Russ & Rachel Eggemeyer 

Happy Birthdays and Anniversaries 

St. Lawrence  

Birthdays: Danielle Halfmann, Brock Braden, Shawn 
Hartl and Brenda Bradford 

Anniversaries: Marcus & Amy Halfmann and               
Michael & Mari-Jo Fuchs 

St. Thomas  

Birthdays: None 

Anniversaries: Andres & Sandra Reyes 

St. Lawrence Church Ministries 

Saturday, July 2                         
 Sacristan: Charles Braden  
 Readers: Volunteers           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 
Sunday, July 3      
 Sacristan: Tommy Hoelscher   
 Readers: Volunteers                                           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers  



Ever since I have known 
I was going to die, time 
has sat in judgment on 
me. A just judge. I 
brought to this hospital 
many foolish attitudes, 
and many selfish inclina-
tions. Because I loved 
God, I became a priest. 
And then I fell in love 
with others. My little 
children! "Father 
please," little Jimmie 

used to say, "I can't think of any sin, and Sister wants 
me to go to confession. What would you like to have 
me tell you?"  

Then there was that displaced angel, Mickey, 
aged eleven, who one day in deep penitence jolted me 
with the announcement, "I've been very bad, I guess. 
I've broken all the commandments except, 'Thou shalt 
not commit artillery' and wanting someone else's wife. 
I don't like women."  

I should like to say that I loved those children 
merely because they had souls, because they were chil-
dren of God – but that is not true. Their smiles, their 
laughter, their voices upraised in prayer tempted me to 
usurp your place, Heavenly Father.  

Time has helped me to sift unselfish from self-
ish desires, to sift evil from good. God was more pa-
tient with me than I have sometimes been with His lit-
tle ones who struggled so hard to learn the words de-
scribing sin when only love was in their hearts.  

What did Milton write about time? "Hours 
have wings and fly up to the author of time and carry 
news of our usage. How happy it is when the moments 
carry up not only the messages but the fruits of good 
and stay with the Ancient of the Days to speak for us 
before His immortal throne."  

An hour, a day, a month. Now those words 
have meaning, but soon their meaning will be lost. To 
me the word "day" has always recalled the glory of 
God. My life has never known a night. But now the 
night marches toward me – and sometimes it runs as if 
eager for its prey. I have put away my books. The 
Bishop ordered me not to say the Divine Office, which 
I was just beginning to love and revere as an echo of 
angelic chant.  

And Father Iveman, my classmate – bless his 
soul – wrote: "As long as you are in the hospital, I 
shall say the office twice daily, once for you and once 

for me." What a friend! His burden will not long be 
with him.  

I cannot forget that one moment may lose a 
man's soul. Or save it. It only took a moment for 
Christ's companion on the cross to say, "Lord, remem-
ber me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom." In that 
instant he turned the key in the door to Heaven; he 
captured the eight beatitudes. How wonderful if the 
voice which welcomed him would say to me, "Today 
thou shalt be with me in Paradise."  

I must not forget what Pere de Caussade wrote 
of "the sacrament of the present moment." Jesus that 
pain is coming back. I give it to You. It may be my last 
gift. The sacrament of the present moment! God, I'm 
too sick to recall my past and too confused to see to-
morrow. Help me to live Thy will, not for another day 
– but for now – this moment. I can't offer you a day – 
that would be presumption on my part – but what time 
I have – every moment – take it for it is Yours.  

        …June 23; 4 p.m.  

There are many ways in which a man can die. I 
was thinking tonight that my way is the best way. I 
gave my heart to God as a boy.   

Now if it fails its mission while otherwise I 
seem to be well, that is God's business, not mine.  

Often at the Gospel I have inscribed the cross 
of dedication on my forehead, on my lips, and on my 
heart. During these days of illness my mind has not 
been sick. On the contrary it seems to be making up 
for lost time.  

My lips and my hands are also unfettered. 
"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy whole 
heart." If He takes me seriously in the gift of my heart, 
why should not its ending bring me to Him?  

I never sectioned the affections of my heart. It 
seems to me that love is too often preached as a com-
mandment rather than a way of life. No one ever told 
me to love my parents. That one does naturally. So the 
heart should be turned to God.  

 I don't know when I was first conscious of the 
presence of God. He was closest to me when my 
young brother died, and the day I took the vows of the 
sub - deaconate. When I was ordained, I was so del-
uged by the gifts of God that I had no sense of sacri-
fice. Stunned as I was, I offered my brother to God - 
but not until he lay in his coffin. Then I merely agreed 
to the sacrifice God had exacted of me.  

 (To be continued next week …...) 

The Priestly Heart 
The last Chapter in the Life of an Old-Young Priest 

By The Right Reverend Maurice S. Sheehy 



Mass Intentions 

What is a Mass Intention?  

What does it mean to have a Mass offered ‘for’ some-
thing or someone?  In answering this question it is 
important to differentiate between the general and 
particular intentions in the Mass: Every Mass is of-
fered with the general intention that is articulated in 
every Eucharistic Prayer: for the glory of God and for 
the needs of the Church and the world as a whole.  In 
addition, each individual member of the congregation 
brings his or her own particular intentions in his or 
her prayers that are united to that Mass. There is a 
third type of intention brought to the Mass, however, 
and it is this intention that is referred to when people 
speak of a ‘Mass Intention’, namely, the specific in-
tention for which the priest celebrant offers the 
Mass: The priest’s intention specifies the “special 
fruit” [1] for which that particular Mass is being of-
fered.  It is in this sense that someone asks a priest to 
offer Mass ‘for’ something or someone.  

Mass Stipends  

Linked with the above is the ancient practice of Mass 
Stipends: a financial offering to accompany the offer-
ing of your prayer, a specific donation to accompany 
the specific request. While the amount donated for a 
Mass is at the discretion of the individual, there is a 
standard rate set in each diocese. (The donation goes 
to support the priest).  

Various Intentions  

The Mass is the greatest prayer we have since it is the 
sacrifice of Christ Himself. It is therefore important to 
remember that we can have Mass offered for many 
intentions: for the living as well as for the dead, for 
family difficulties, for sickness, as well as in thanks-
giving for graces received etc.  Even a casual glance 
over the list of Mass intentions being offered in any 
parish will show the wide range of intentions people 
bring.  

Masses for the Dead  

The most common type of Mass intention people that 
request is for someone who has died. The practice of 
offering Masses for the dead is the Christian fulfil-
ment of the Jewish practice of having sacrifices of-
fered in the Temple for the dead “so that they might 
be released from their sins” (2 Macc 12:45). The Ear-
ly Church celebrated the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
as the sacrifice that superseded the Old Testament 
Temple sacrifices and it was for this reason that the 
writings of the Early Church Fathers record how the 
Mass was offered for the dead. For example, Tertulli-
an writes in the 2nd Century about a widow who had 

Mass offered for her deceased husband: "Indeed she 
prays for his soul, and requests refreshment for him 
meanwhile, and fellowship with him in the first resur-
rection; and she offers her sacrifice on the anniver-
saries of his falling asleep". Similarly, many of the 
Fathers echo the sentiment expressed by St Gregory 
the Great, "Let us not hesitate to help those who have 
died and to offer our prayers for them." While St. 
John Chrysostom encourages us by saying, "If Job's 
sons were purified by their father's sacrifice, why 
would we doubt that our offerings for the dead bring 
them some consolation? Let us not hesitate to help 
those who have died and to offer our prayers for 
them." [2]  

The month of November is a time when people partic-
ularly remember to have Masses offered for the dead, 
especially for family and friends.  

Announcing the intention?  

In our parish, the intention of each Mass is published 
in the weekly bulletin. In some parishes intentions are 
published on a notice board and in some places the 
priest may announce the intention, especially if it is a 
change to the one published.  

It is worth noting, however, that the offering of the 
Mass for that intention does not depend on it being 
publicly voiced but on it being specified in the 
priest’s personal prayers. Similarly, if a priest an-
nounces that “I am offering this Mass for [such and 
such an] intention” he does not thereby require the 
rest of the congregation to pray for that intention or to 
make their own lay-offering of the Mass to be for that 
intention.  The priest’s intention specifies the “special 
fruit” [3] chosen as his intention it does not specify that 
of the congregation. It is therefore not necessary for 
the priest to announce the intention he is offering the 
Mass for.     

There will be ‘Mass Offering’ envelopes in the foyer: 
please write your intention on the outside of the enve-
lope, enclose your Mass stipend, and place the enve-
lope in the collection plate or bring it to the par-
ish office.  

 

Footnotes:  

[1] Pope Pius VI, Auctorem Fidei (1786), cited in Ai-
dan Nichols, The Holy Eucharist (Dublin: Veritas, 
1991), p.100.  

[2] Fr William Saunders, “What does it mean to have 
a Mass ‘offered’ for someone?”  

[3] As cited in [1].  




